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House Majority Leader Hale 


Boggs charged yesterday that 
the FBI has tapped telephones 
of congressmen and asked that 
Director Edgar Hoover be 
fired, i- \ , ■ . 

Boggs said in a one-minute 
House speech that the FBI has 
adopted “the tactics of the So- 
viet Union and Hitler’s Ge- 
stapo” and asked that Attoi 
ney General John N. Mitehel 
“have enough courage to de- 
mand the resignation” of the 
76-year-old Hoover. 

nctchell issued a statement 
from Key Biscayne, ' Fla. in 
which he denied “categori- 
caUy” that the FBI has ever 
tapped the telephone of a 
member of Congress. He ac- 
cused Boggs of “slanderous 
falsehoods” and said, of the 
demand for Hoover’s resigna- 
tion, that “the decisions of the 
Attorney General are based 
on facts and not on false and 
irresponsible political allega- 
tions.” 

The Louisiana Democrat’s 
speech was the harshest criti- 
cism of Hoover ever heard in 
the House. He delvered it 
without advising Speaker Carl 
Albert in advance and had no 
further comment when report- 
ers asked why he had done it. 

It was the first attack on Hoo- 
ver by any member of the 
House leadership though sev- 
eral seators have called for his 
retirement. 

Boggs said he spoke “in sor- 
row because it is always tragic 
when a great man who has 
given his life to his country 
come to the twilight of his life 
and fails to understand it is 
time to leave . . .” 

“When the FBI taps the tel- 


ephones of members of this 
body and members of the Sen- 
ate, when the FBI stations 
agents on college campuses to 
infiltrate college organiza- 
tions, when the FBI adopts the 
tactics of the* Soviet Union 
and Hitlers’ Gestapo, then it is 
time that the present director 
no longer be the director.” 

See BOGGS. A9, Col. 1 
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... “I speak in sorrow” 


Bdggs Accuses FBI; 
Mitchell Denies Taps 


BOGGS, From A1 


“We are d great country be- 
cause we are a free country 
under the Bill of Rights,” said 
Boggs. “The way Mr. Hoover 
is running . t-he.countryf “coun- 
try” in the text was later 
changed to “FBI”) today, it is 
no longer a free country.” 

“Mr. Mitchell says he is a 
law-and-order man,” continued 
Boggs. “If law and order 
means the suppression of the 
Bill of Rights 
‘God help US’.” 

Several members of Con- 
gress haye s,aid; they believed 
or assumed, their telephones 


were being tapped by the FBI 
but Boggs was the first to saj 
so ^ openly. He gave no evi 
dence. 

Mitchell said of the wiretap- 
ping charge: “That is false and 
he should know it is false. Let 
me repeat categorically: the 
FBI has never tapped the tele- 
phone of any member of the 
House or Senate, now or in 
the past.” 

Mitchell said Goggs’ corn- 
then I say I paring the ; FBI to the Gestapo 
“reached a new low in politi 
cal (halogue. He should recar 
at once and apologize to a 
great American.”' 


